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New for

2009

Introducing Mina Bissell, Chair, Integrative Biology

Mina J. Bissell is Distinguished Scientist in the Life Sciences Division at Lawrence Berkeley 
National Laboratory, California. She is a pioneer on the role of extracellular matrix (ECM) and 
the microenvironment in regulation of tissue-specific function with special emphasis in 
breast cancer, where her work has changed some of the established paradigms. Dr. Bissell is 
the recipient of numerous awards including, the Lawrence Award and medal, the Discovery 
Health Channel Medical Honour and medal, the Pezcoller/AACR International Award, the 
2008 Excellence in Science Award from FASEB and the 2008 American Cancer Society’s 
Medal of Honour for Basic Research. She earned an A.B. with honours in chemistry from 
Harvard College and a Ph.D. in bacterial genetics from Harvard University. Dr. Bissell joined the 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory in 1972, became Director of Cell & Molecular Biology 
in 1988, and was appointed Director of all of Life Sciences in 1992. She stepped down in 2003 
to concentrate more fully on science. Dr. Bissell was elected as a Fellow of the Institute of 
Medicine of the National Academies, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the 
American Philosophical Society, and has received two honorary doctorates from Pier and 
Mary Curie University in Paris and University of Copenhagen. 

Submit your work to Integrative Biology
Dr. Bissell and her group have submitted a significant paper to Integrative Biology that 
appeared in the first issue. It is her sincere hope that you too will submit your pioneering 
interdisciplinary work to the journal.  Submissions may be uploaded at www.rsc.org/resource

“I am convinced that finally the 
time is right to launch a truly 
unique and multidisciplinary 
journal that strives to introduce 
novel technologies to answer 
significant questions in biology.”
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EMERGING AREA
Kirstin Scherlach and 	
Christian Hertweck 
Triggering cryptic natural product 
biosynthesis in microorganisms

PERSPECTIVE
Matthew Brichacek and Jón T. Njardarson 
Creative approaches towards the 
synthesis of 2,5-dihydro-furans, 
thiophenes, and pyrroles. One method 
does not fit all!




